Dr Rami Ranger MBE, FRSA, Chairman’s Speech At The Pakistan India UK Friendship Forum  Joint Independence Day Celebration -16th August 2007

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. 
 
We apologize if you have not been given seats of your choice. It is indeed very difficult to seat everyone next to Keith Vaz when there are over five hundred of you. His popularity has soared ever since he got Amitab Bachan and Shilpa Shetty honorary doctorates!! I am sure he will come to your tables one by one during the evening so please bear with us. Thank you.
 
Who said Pakistanis and Indians can never become friends? Everything is possible, when there is a will, there is always a way”. Tonight we have proved it. 
 

I would like to thank the Executive Committee Members and in particular to Dr. Ashraf Chohan, who is the General Secretary and the engine of our organization for showing the courage and leadership by coming forward and helping to turn a dream into reality.
 
I am also indebted to our Patrons for lending their names and supporting us in carrying this work forward. I am grateful to our Sponsors, Barclays Bank Plc and in particular to their Chief Executive Mr. John Varley who did not hesitate in sending a generous cheque in support of promoting friendship between two British communities.
 
How can we ever thank Eve Conway- Ghazi and Rita Payne, both from the BBC, for spreading our message of love and peace across 200 countries and to over 40 million people? I am also indebted to Dhruv Gadhvi of Zee TV and Mr Tahir Ali of Venus TV for taking our message to India, Pakistan and beyond. 
 
Thank you also to Mr. Sunil Lamba of Laguna for providing mouthwatering cosine. 
 
Nothing would have been possible without the help of Mr. Neil Barton, Banqueting Manager SAS Radisson Hotel and his staff. 
 
Special thanks to Impact dancer for stating the celebrations in style which will remember for long time to come with our own group “Sanu Maan Punjabi Hon Da. 
 
We are looking forward to dancing to the beats of World famous Tony Patti after dinner. 
 

We are all privileged to be a part of this unique and historic event which is taking place for the first time ever, anywhere in the world. Tonight two brothers are celebrating their birthdays together after 60 years of gaining independence. This marks a watershed in our relationship and from now on we will talk about friendship, love and peace. 
 
In this ever-shrinking world, we have become inter dependant on one another and friendship is “The Way Forward”.
 
Moreover, we are no longer living in 1947. This is 2007 and the world has changed along with our aspirations. 
 
If we need to change the results then we must change our attitudes towards one another.
They say we do not like them because we do not know them; but because we do not know them, we do not like them. 
 
This is a Catch 22 situation and it must be broken. The world will be even more different in the next 60 years. Many of us will not be around to witness the next 60th Independence Day Celebrations but I am sure, our legacy of love, peace and harmony with one another will live on.
 

I am grateful to Mr. Arif Chaudhry, who founded the Pakistan India Friendship Society in Pakistan and gave us the idea to open a similar Chapter in the UK, where we have now settled in large numbers. Our attitude with one another is bound to affect society as a whole. This is where we now live and this is where our next generation is going to live. We must make sure that they do not carry our baggage anymore.
 

I am grateful to you for taking time out of your busy lives and joining us in making this event possible. Who would have thought, a few years back, that an event like this was possible? The very fact that this event is taking place proves that there are people of goodwill on both sides who would like to see our people come closer to one another for the greater good of mankind. When Neil Armstrong landed on the moon, he said the immortal words –“a small step for man and a giant leap for mankind”. Similarly, this is a small step for our communities but potentially a great leap for world peace. 
 
Peace and friendship amongst people can only be a good thing as they produce a ripple effect which spreads happiness and harmony as far as it can reach.
 

We must feel privileged in being part of this event. One day we will reflect with pride that we were the first to extend the hand of friendship to one another. I am confident that our efforts will prove to be the beginning of something so important that its impact will be felt throughout the world, especially where Pakistanis and Indians have settled. Who knows, we may also prove to be the catalysts for greater things to happen between Britain, India and Pakistan. 
 

Tonight is the beginning when we are meeting as friends. This is how we should always meet and celebrate our common heritage, history and roots especially as we are living so close to each other and that too in big numbers. The fact of the matter is that we are now British citizens and cannot discriminate against one another with impunity.  
 
We are happy that Britain is now part of the EU, and that we are making new friends. But we must never forget our ties with the Commonwealth. They say: while making new friends, we must never forget the old friends who helped us acquire new friends.  
 

Our relationship with Britain goes back centuries. It is a matter of pride that we have remained the most loyal to Crown and Country. Our fathers and forefathers fought shoulder to shoulder with the Brits in both the wars and helped change the course of many battles and in fact, British history. We even helped with the spread of the British Empire. Wherever the Brits went; we went with them as their loyal subjects. I dare say without our help, the shape and size of the British Empire would have been a lot different. This is not the end; we also helped rebuild Britain after the war. This just shows how we can achieve success when we are united.
 
We must put the interest of Britain above all if we are to give a country to our next generation they will rightly be proud of. We are now part of Britain and Britain is part of us. 
 
 
Thank you.
 

 

