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Distinguished Ladies, & Gentleman

I welcome you all here today where we have gathered to celebrate the 60th Anniversary of Independence Day of Pakistan and India jointly in Britain.  This Forum is of British Asians living in the United Kingdom.  This Forum is to promote understanding, harmony and friendship amongst the British Asians in particular and among all other communities of the United Kingdom in general.  
According to the 2001 UK Census, there are 2.33 million British Asians making up to 4% of the population of the United Kingdom.  This further sub-divides to 1.05 million of Indian origin, which constitutes 1.8% of the population, approximately 800 thousand of Pakistani origin, which is about 1.4% of the population and about 250,000 of Bangladesh origin and the same number of people from other Asian origins.  The British Asian nations make up half of the UK’s non-European population.

No-one actually knows the earliest origins of the settlement of South Asians in the British Isles for certain.  If the gypsies are included in the earliest arrivals this may have been in the middle ages.  People from South Asia have settled in Great Britain since the East India Company recruited Lascars to replace vacancies in their crews on East Indiaman while on voyages in India.  Many were then refused a passage back, and were marooned in London.  There were also some Ayas, domestic servants and nannies of wealthy British families who accompanied their employers back to British when their stay in Asia came to an end.  
Following the Second World War and the break-up of the British Empire, Asian migration to the UK increased through the 1950’s and 1960’s from Commonwealth Countries such as India, Pakistan and Bangladesh.  Manual workers were recruited to fulfil the labour shortage that resulted from World War Two.  They included Anglo-Indians who were recruited to work on the railways as they had done the same in India.  Workers mainly from the Punjab region of India and Pakistan arrived in the 1950’s and 1960’s who worked in the foundries of the Midlands and a large number worked at Heathrow Airport in West London.  At the same time medical staff in the Indian sub-continent was recruited for the newly found National Health Service.  During the 1960’s and 1970’s a large number of East African issues who already held British passports entered the UK after they were expelled from Kenya, Uganda and Zanzibar.

When the employment opportunity shrunk in the UK the majority of British Asians became self-employed.  They opened stores and corner ships and gradually got involved in relatively bigger businesses.  Now in 2007 in the cutting edge of British entrepreneurial industry the British Asian businesses extend from manufacturing to finance, from food to hospitals, from pharmaceuticals to fashion.  The Asian business sector has developed faster than the rest of the country.

In spite of this glorious looking picture, the community itself remains divided, largely due to the unfriendly relationship between India and Pakistan.

Since the creation of these two nations there have been many wars fought with occasional incidents of gun shots at the border.  The conflicts were because of the problems these countries inherited; particularly Kashmir and the relationship came to its worst around 1970 at the time of the creation of Bangladesh.

Every now and then both the countries shuttle from peace to conflict.  In the year 1998, if India conducted a Bokhran nuclear test, Pakistan retaliated by conducting such nuclear tests at Baluchistan.

These two countries have a huge population.  Poverty levels are horrific; illiteracy is still a major problem.  Access to safe water and sanitation remain a pipe dream for most people and disease is endemic.  
Relationships with Pakistan and India are less tense than they used to be but still subject to eruption with a startling suddenness on the most unexpected of provocations.  India and Pakistan share the same history, anguish and pain, identical taste of curry to costume.  Whenever there is an effort to carry out a peace process, people across the border are overwhelmed by emotions.  Whenever a bus crosses the border it carries the memories of the past and hopes in many eyes that they will meet again the people they have left behind.  Whenever there is union there is a tug of emotion and a wrench when they part again.

Let us fight together to bring peace by looking within ourselves where we have any innate bias or hatred for the people of other countries or communities and to try to reduce it by asking ourselves why do we have such tendencies?  There should be discussions and debates between friends and family members in the platforms such as Pakistan India and UK Friendship Forum and issues of communalism and faith to try to change our minds towards fair judgements above everything, including history and religions.  

Please join our crusade against hatred and war between India and Pakistan and promote peace across the world.  Let’s try to forget the past and spread the message of love and peace around.

